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to those young lives whose care and training are
committed to us. It is not true to say that by such
laws man's right of freedom is in danger of violation.
The only true freedom is that which is within limits ;
otherwise freedom degenerates into licence. It was
not until S. Paul became the bondslave of Christ
that he became truly free, as his letters abundantly
shew. There are comparatively few Christians who
attain to the condition of complete surrender to their
Master which S. Paul reached, although their number
in the aggregate doubtless far exceeds what most
people might think its limit. The majority remain
among " the lawless and unruly/' for whom " the
law is good," and S. Paul does not hesitate to give
commands in the negative and prohibitions to his
disciple Timothy : *4 Neglect not the gift that is in
thee " ; " Rebuke not an elder " ; 4t Be not ashamed
therefore of the testimony of our Lord " ; " Shun
profane babblings n ; and so forth.

Children are not full-grown men who have attained
" unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ," nor will they be so in spiritual tilings even
when they reach adult years. They will sooner or
later need all the warnings that have usually been
given in Christian teaching, although these will be
most effective if imparted by the voice of love and
not by autocratic, unsympathetic command.

It is nevertheless true that to tell a child of tender
years not to do a thing which it has never done and
is not likely to do, may easily arouse curiosity to
pursue that; particular line of conduct. There would
be risk of this in giving lessons to children under
twelve on, let: us say, the evils of gambling, where it is